
The Summer Reading Challenge—a national initiative that helps boost children’s reading skills and confidence
while encouraging a lifelong love of reading wil take part this coming summer, 2026. 

During the challenge, children can read anything they choose over the summer holidays and collect free
rewards along the way. The programme runs throughout the holidays and is open to all children aged 4–11.

Lewisham are also hosting a special awards ceremony at Catford Broadway on 29th October for children who
read all 6 books. The award ceremony will be a fantastic opportunity for families to celebrate the achievements
of all the children who took part in the challenge.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss arrangements, please do not hesitate to get in touch. They
are looking forward to working with families and inspiring pupils this summer.

For more information - Click Here

As we reach the end of another fantastic school year at Brindishe Schools, I wanted to take a moment to reflect
on our achievements and extend my heartfelt thanks to you all for your ongoing support.

As parents/carers your encouragement, involvement, and partnership have been invaluable. Whether you’ve
attended school events, supported learning at home, or volunteered your time, we are truly grateful.

Our pupils have grown in so many ways—academically, socially, and personally. We are proud of their hard
work, resilience, and kindness. From classroom successes to acts of friendship and community spirit, every
child has contributed to making our schools positive and thriving places.

A huge thank you to our dedicated teaching and support staff. Their commitment, creativity, and care have
made a real difference to our children’s learning and wellbeing.

We hope you and your families have a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer break. Take time to relax, recharge,
and make special memories together.

We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back in September, ready for new learning and adventures
together.

Mrs Waite, Ms Porter, Ms Matthews and Ms Bannister. 
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Catford Library Summer Reading Challenge 2026

https://libraries.lewisham.gov.uk/digital-content/summer-reading-challenge-2026


We're excited to share that as part of the Let's Go Zero campaign, the Brindishe Schools have been working hard
to reduce our carbon footprint. Through a range of initiatives – from improving energy efficiency to making more
sustainable choices across our schools – we've taken meaningful steps to protect our planet for future
generations. This is an important part of our commitment to teaching our pupils about environmental
responsibility and showing them that positive change is possible. We are thrilled to inform you that all of our
hard work has paid off - Across Brindishe Schools we have reduce our carbon footprint by 82 tonnes CO2e ,
which is equivalent to 12% of our baseline data*​

*about the same amount of carbon produced as 19 million smart phone charges!

Fuel: 29 tonnes CO2e saved. ​
Electricity: 10 tonnes CO2e saved ​
Purchasing: 43 tonnes CO2 equivalent saved​
Brindishe Green – shift from 45% to 80% of students walking, cycling or scooting​
Brindishe Manor – shift from 85% to 92% of students walking, cycling or scooting​
Brindishe Lee – vegetarian / vegan food uptake increased ​

"We've installed LED lighting across the school"
"We've introduced recycling stations in every classroom"

"We're now sourcing more local, seasonal food for school meals"

Pupils have been involved too …
"Our eco-council has been leading assemblies on climate action"

"Year 5 pupils conducted an energy audit"
"Children are learning about sustainability through our curriculum"

We have also made significant culture and curriculum changes . 

A huge congratulations to the schools, children, staff and parents/carers and the
team across the federation for their hard work and dedication to the Let’s Go Zero

Commitment. We are sure Year 2 will be an even bigger success!​

How we intend to strengthen this further:

Further work on measures to deal with heatwaves​
Monitor energy use on a regular basis through dedicated platforms 
Investigate the potential for solar panels​
Further work on increasing biodiversity to support local wildlife e.g. add a pond, plant pollinator-friendly
plants, put up birdfeeders, bat boxes and 'bug hotels'​
Provide bicycle shelters​
Install EV charging points​
Install water butts to harvest rainwater​

Let’s Go Zero - Counting our Carbon Footprint



Online safety advice for families for the summer
holidays 

With the summer holidays approaching, many children will be looking forward to spending more of their free
time online — and for lots of children, that means gaming. 

Online games can be a brilliant way for children to have fun, connect with friends and build confidence, but it’s
important they know how to play safely and understand the rules of the spaces they’re in.

Internet Matters offer free guidance to help you support your child with online gaming, including how to
understand community rules, avoid warnings or bans, and start positive conversations about the games, apps
and videos they enjoy.

Ask them a question to get a conversation going
"What game are you playing at the moment?" Sometimes, the simplest questions start the most important
conversations.

Internet Matters have partnered with Ukie to create a free Conversation Guide to help parents and carers turn
everyday chats about games, videos, and apps into opportunities to talk about online safety with your child.

Ask About Games also offers guides to hundreds of online games, to help you find the games that are the
perfect match to the age and interests of your family.

Family First
Family First was founded in 2017 with a simple mission: to empower parents and schools with the
necessary resources to improve the well-being of children and young adults across the UK. By promoting
a happier and healthier family lifestyle, Family First has achieved remarkable success since its inception.
This success has attracted the attention and support of esteemed organisations such as Public Health
England’s Change4Life, Mumsnet, Argos, ASDA, Sainsbury’s and many more, as well as prominent sports
entities and leading family brands in the UK. Through these partnerships, Family First has been able to
expand its reach to even more parents, encouraging them to reduce screen time, engage in physical
activities, and adopt healthier eating habits.

Magazines of Family First can be found here 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2femail.internetmatters.org%2fc%2fAQiz3hUQrZynAhi64IU6IIiY5RUo2KCfCXWk5kMIx_yQjhZS0nf7IiIlGsbkt_RY6QHaVR0q_Hix&c=E,1,aLbTCLAMdJAKb9T8Hl6HIQXBcB6ooJj1FuXW1DJnaw9KcbTiCHOPv-GIx2HZ-elJ37AcrS8c02CUzJeFXuRMcHHZHPow8TOb7edc6JURujasXeRC3pdiCg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2femail.internetmatters.org%2fc%2fAQiz3hUQrZynAhi64IU6IImY5RUo2KCfCZ-zL2VkXCA0JG-XpUwX3O6jbG8-C9L7oewAX83GBIC4&c=E,1,-Mnse7V9hVL1VTaFdZsERUt_33PK0Y1GpYruUts0EqU6M4K0aJU4NSznIhIqkzu-sJXDpDcCd214HpC1jTwSYIAnh7mTXB7u2ypO7LLofg,,&typo=1
https://familyfirst.co.uk/magazines/family-first-issue-3-2026/






Governing Body meetings are regular and meet every half term. Parents/carers are more than welcome to
attend our meetings as ‘observers’. This means you can sit and observe the meeting but will be unable to
speak/comment and would need to leave the meeting during confidential items. 

If you would like to know more about the governing body or you would like to attend one of our meetings,
please email Rachel Waite - rawaite@brindisheschools.org. An email to confirm attendance at the meeting will
need to be received before a parent/carer can join the meeting. 

Our first meeting for 2026/2027 will be held on Thursday 15  October at Brindishe Green School - 6pm. th

Brindishe Schools Governing Body

End of Summer Term - Friday 17  Julyth

Start of Autumn Term 2026 - Thursday 3  September 2026rd

INSET DAY - Friday 27  November 2026th

Key Federation Dates

mailto:rawaite@brindisheschools.org
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